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IMPORTANT MANHA]J PRINCIPLES & BENEFITS
SHAYKH ‘ALLAMAH ‘UBAYD AL-JABIRI:
1. LOYALTY TO SHAYKHS IS THE CAUSE
OF DIVISION AND DISUNITY

) g@ | izbiyyah (partisanship) is when love, loyalty and
Pk Qallegiance is built around statuses, personalities, groups,

SR} organisations, and errant creeds and methodologies.
There may be found among those ascribing to the way of the Salaf
who criticise the various misguided factions for falling into
bizbiyyab, but they themselves fall into it by rejecting valid,
evidence-based refutations due to their unqualified love and
loyalty for mashayikh, which often turns into hostility and enmity
towards others. This is clear evidence that love and loyalty have
been pledged to statuses and personalities and not to the Qur’an,
the Sunnah and the way of the Salaf, in which lies the truth and
freedom from error. As for individuals, whether scholars or

shaykhs, they are not infallible.
Shaykh ‘Ubayd al-Jabiri (iizs) said:!

“From the reasons for the splitting of the word (of unity) and
splintering of the Salafis is appointing mashayikh around whom
loyalty and disloyalty is pledged. To clarify, many of the students
of knowledge do not accept refutation of what their shaykhs
affirm, those (students) whose hearts have been filled with love
for them. So they show hostility and enmity for whoever refutes

UIn the article: Tanbib al-Fatin al-Kayyis ila Kashf Ta‘aqqubat al-Rayyis,
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these mashayikh without any regard for establishing the clear,
sound evidence that is not subject to interpretation (in the matter
the shaykh is being refuted for). This is the very partisanship
(bizbiyyah) they claim to hate and for which they declare (others)
as innovators and misguided. However, they themselves have
fallen into this fanatical approach towards individuals.”

Note: It is natural to show love and loyalty for scholars, shaykhs
and teachers and is also required legislatively. However, this love
and loyalty is qualified and not absolute. No matter how great or
how beneficial they have been to others, they are not infallible in
religion. Only the prophets and messengers are infallible. It is for
this very reason that there is a precise methodology with respect
to the slips and errors of Ahl al-Sunnah, inclusive of its scholars.
It is to accept any valid, evidence-based criticism of any individual,
irrespective of his status, commendations (tazkiyar) and praises.
Whoever brings that evidence must have it accepted unless it can
be explained away with valid explanations or refuted in detail and
thereby, rendered void. This is from the requirement (mugtada)
of the belief that infallibility is only for the Messenger of Allah
(4z54%442), and hence, absolute love and loyalty is shown to him
for the sake of Allah, and this love and obedience follows from
the love and obedience due to Allah. Whoever opposes that, and
loves and hates, shows loyalty and disloyalty for a shaykh, after
rejecting valid criticism, then he is following in the path of the
Jews and Christians who exceeded the limits of religion, and raised
their rabbis, priests and scholars above their levels, making them
immune from error and criticism.

Abu ‘Tyaad Amjad Rafiq
12 Shaban 1447 / 31 January 2026
Arabic text is below.
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